VOCABULARY LIST
Atrophy:  
cellular shrinkage due to a loss of substance.  Caused by disuse, denervation, loss of 

blood supply, starvation, absence of stimulation.
Autolysis: 
morphologic reflection of removing tissue from body.  Rotting.

Hypoxia:
reduction/absence of normal oxygen supply

Infarction:
death of a portion of tissue as a result of ischemia

Ischemia:
reduction/absence of normal blood supply to an organ or tissue

Necrosis:
morphologic reflection of cellular/tissue death

Hypertrophy:   increase in individual cell mass, leading to increased organ mass.  Reversible.

Hyperplasia:
 increase in the number of normal cells in a tissue/organ.

Metaplasia:
the reversible replacement of one differentiated cell type by another.  One example is 

in the smoker’s lung, where squamous replaces columnar ciliated epithelium.
Cachexia:
wasting associated with chronic diseases.  Mediated by cytokines and TNF.

Resolution:
when injury/inflammation subside, leaving normal tissue.
Reconstitution:   when differentiated cells are replaced by new cells of the same cell type with 


       normal architecture.

Regeneration:   when differentiated cells are replaced by new cells of the same cell type but with 

     abnormal architecture.

Neoplasia:
clonal proliferation of cells with somatic genetic alterations and autonomous 


regulation of growth.

