Genetics of Hypersensitivity
When we know a trait has a genetic basis, how do we know if it’s monogenic or polygenic?

Asthma and atopy (allergy) are polygenic and complex diseases.  Many genes are involved, but 
also factors such as degree of allergen exposure, age of exposure, etc. are important.

Airway reactivity is genetically distinct from atopy.

Disparities in asthma mortality/morbidity among populations of African descent cannot be 
explained only by environmental factors.  There are specific loci and alleles that confer 
greater risk.  

Allelic variants that confer risk for atopy may be protective against other diseases.
