Cardiac Pathology Overview
Compensatory enlargement of vessels occurs as they start to occlude from atherosclerosis.

Valvular diseases are more serious on the left side (mitral and aortic valves).  


Elderly patients may have calcified, degenerative aortic stenoses.


Young patients may have rheumatic fever-derived mitral stenoses.
Cardiomyopathies are one cause of heart failure.  The most common is dilated cardiomyopathy.  
Restrictive cardiomyopathy is caused by amyloidosis.
Myocarditis is usually caused by Coxsackie B virus or Chagas Disease.

**Acute MI will show contraction band necrosis and PMN infiltration.
Heart transplants all develop transplant vasculopathy (hyperplasia of intimal smooth muscles, 
which acts like atherosclerosis) in the long-term.
