Heart Valve Pathology
Pathological Findings
--Non-Bacterial Thrombotic Endocarditis (NBTE) is thrombotic deposits on the line of closure of 
  the leaflets.  These thrombi tend to embolize, become infected, or cause commissural fusion.
--Sinus of Valsalva Thrombus is thrombotic deposition in the valve pockets.  These may calficy 
and cause leaflet rigidity, aortic stenosis, or calcific mitral annulus fibrosus.
--Rolling, Thickening, and Stuck-on Plaques.
Major Diseases of Heart Valves
**Rheumatic Heart Disease (RHD) is caused by a Strep A pharyngitis/tonsilitis.  RHD will lead to 
NBTE lesions and lots of commissural fusion and calcification of the mitral valve.  
Characteristic lesions are the Aschoff Bodies.
**Fen-Phen or Carcinoid Heart Disease is endocardial hyperproliferation producing leaflet plaques.
--Calcific Aortic Stenosis and Mitral Annulus Fibrosis (CAS-CMAF) is a valvular atherosclerosis, 
with rigid leaflets full of plaque deposits.

--Infectious Endocarditis is infection of NBTE lesions.

--Congenital Heart Disease is imperfect formation of valves.
--Floppy Mitral Valves

(Raymond removed images of mitral valves in normal, floppy, rheumatic heart disease, and calcific mitral annulus fibrosis cases.)



