Forensic Pathology
· Definitions

· Cause of Death: disease process or injury that brings about the cessation of life
· Ex: gun shot wounds, narcotic intoxication, hanging
· Proximate cause =  initiating cause of death (not immediate cauase)
· Mechanism: physiologic process that results from the cause of death
· Ex: cardiopulmonary arrest
· NEVER put on death certificate
· Manner of death: circumstance under which the cause occurs
· Ex: homicide, suicide, arrest, natural, or undetermined
· Ex: pulmonary embolism can have different manners of death- 
· Natural
· Homicide: gunshot(complications(PE(death
· Only ME’s can certify non-natural causes—must co-sign 
· Random notes:
· Gun shot
· Close range: Gunpowder stippling
· Looks like freckles
· Contact Shooting:
· Muzzle imprint
· Soot/powder inside wound
· Tears around the wound
· Stabbing:
· Cut: sharp force—NO bridging tissue
· Laceration: blunt force—Bridging tissue on opposing edges
· Car Accident:
· Dicing: small angulated cuts—ie from side window of car
· Slicing: long thin straight cuts—ie from windshield glass
· Post-Mortem:
· Decomposition: involves enzyme autolysis
· Putrefaction: involves the action of bacteria on the body
