	abducens nucleus

		VI nerve nucleus, floor of fourth ventricle; pons;


	alar plate

		dorsal, origin of sensory neurons throughout the spinal cord, medulla and pons; in developing spinal cord


	anterior white commissure

		axonal bundle in the ventral funiculus that runs across the midline in the spinal cord, just above the ventral median fissure


	Anterior commisure
		smaller, carries axons from remainder of temporal lobes not carried by corpus callosum; connects most areas of temporal lobe


	astrocyte

		intermediate filaments constructed of GFAP (glial fibrillary acidic protein)


			3 types of astrocytes:


			protoplasmic- gray matter/cell bodies, thicker and less numerous processes than those of fibrous astrocytes


			fibrous- axons/white matter, numerous elongated processes (no functional difference, express same proteins)


			astroglia (Bergman glia)- only in cerebellar cortex, extremely long radial processes, cell bodies are located adjacent to Purkinje cells and their process surround synapses on Purkinje dendrites


			remove glutamate from synaptic cleft via glutamate transporters and support neuronal energy metabolism


			maintain appropriate concentrations of ions, particularly K+, in the extracellular space of the CNS


			only in CNS, star-like processes


	axon

		single process that tapers to form a long cylinder


	axon collaterals

		branches given off by axons


	axon hillock (and initial segment of axon)

	high density of voltage-sensitive sodium channels, site of initiation of action potentials


	axons of trigeminal nerve

	Vn

	rostral pons


	basal ganglia

		large subcortical nuclei


			caudate nuclei (CN); putamen (P); globus pallidus (GP)


	basal plate

		origin of motor neurons in spinal cord, medulla and pons; in developing spinal cord


	basal pons

		contains pontine nuclei


	blood-brain barrier

		keeps circulating macromolecules out of CNS, function of tight junctions btw endothelial cells of capillary walls, which restrict movement of macromolecules


	bodian silver stain

		stains neurofibrils in the spinal cord, reveal axons?


	boutons or terminals

		at ends of many axon collateral branches, each forms a synapse, expansion of the axon or terminal, contains mitochondria and small synaptic vesicles w/neurotransmitters


	brain vesicles

		localized expansions of the neural tube produced from uneven rates of proliferation (prosencephalon, etc.)


	broca's speech area

		inferior frontal gyrus of the dominant hemisphere (left in most people); broken speech


	Cajal's gold sublimate stain

		specific for astrocytes


	calcarine sulcus

		antero-posteriorly oriented sulcus that runs from the occipital pole of cortex to the parieto-occipital sulcus; medial surface of cerebral cortex


	caudate nucleus

	CN

	C-shaped subcortical nucleus that follows the lateral wall of the lateral ventricle; part of a large group of subcortical forebrain nuclei that make up basal ganglia


			planning and execution of voluntary movements


			tail of caudate nucleus is visible as small patch of gray matter in lateral wall of the posterior horn of the lateral ventricle; just lateral to the pulvinar


	central canal

	cc

	ventricular system near the junction of the spinal cord with the medulla, not patent in adults


	central process

		carries info into the spinal cord and brain stem


	central sulcus

		dorsal-to-ventral sulcus that runs from the midline to the lateral fissure; separates the frontal and parietal lobes


	cephalic flexure

		obvious bend or flexion at junction of mesencephalon and diencephalon


	cerebral aqueduct

		midbrain component of ventricular system; connects 3rd and 4th ventricles; level of midbrain; chokepoint in circulation of CSF


	cerebral peduncle

		axons that carry info from cerebral cortex and terminate in the pons, medulla and spinal cord; corticospinal portion continues on ventral surface of medulla as pyramids


	cervical cord

		widest of segments; largest amounts of white matter


			expansion of the ventral horn- cervical enlargement; motor neurons


	cingulate gyrus

		area of cortex that overlies the corpus callosum; on medial surface of cerebral cortex


	cochlear nuclei

	Cochlear n.

	lateral to inferior cerebellar peduncles; cell bodies receiv synaptic inputs from VIII nerve fibers that innervate receptor cells of the cochlea


	corpus callosum

		fiber tract between cerebral cortex of two hemispheres; larger, C-shaped; carries axons from the frontal, parietal and occipital lobes and much of the temporal lobes


	corticospinal tract

	CST

	carry signals from cortex to spinal cord


	cuneate fasciculus

		lateral half of dorsal funiculus; sensory axons for the upper body; second order sensory neurons that relay information about touch, vibration and muscle stretch to the thalamus; spinal cord!


	cuneate nuclei

	Cn

	where primary somatosensory axons that ascend in cuneate fasiculi of the spinal cord synapse on neurons, dorsal surface, large pale nuclei


	cuneate tubercles

		dorsal surface of medulla; overlies cuneate nuclei; 


	decussate

		cross the midline (pyramidal decussation)


	dendrite

		divide repeatedly close to the soma, covered by dendritic spines, main sites at which neuron receives info from other neurons


	diencephalon

		irregular mass rostral to the midbrain and poserior to a line that runs from the optic chiasm to the interventricular foramen; thalamus and hypothalamus- walls of the third ventricle


			anteiror border formed by optic chiasm; posterior border by mamillary bodies (part of the hypothalamus)


	dorsal columns

		major ascending somatosensory tracts


	dorsal horn

		narrow, gray matter, small neurons, laminae I-IV, derived from alar plate, receive inputs from sensory axons (central processes of DRG neurons)


			some are interneurons with local axon projections and others relay sensory input to higher levels of CNS


	dorsal funiculus

		enclosed by dorsal median septum medially and dorsal root entry zone laterally; contains dorsal columns, white matter


	dorsal intermediate sulci

		on either side of the cord, lateral to the dorsal median septum, present only above mid-thoracic level, where there are two fasciculi instead of one in dorsal funiculus


	dorsal median septum

		divides dorsal region of spinal cord into equal halves


	dorsal motor nucleus of vagus

	dV

	lateral to hypoglossal nucleus; preganglionic parasympathetic motor neurons


	Dorsal root ganglia

	DRG

	single process that divides to send one process out to the periphery (usually either skin or deep structures such as muscles, peripheral process) and another into the spinal cord (central process)


			type of peripheral ganglion


	facial colliculi

		large surface protrusions on the floor of the rostral fourth ventricle; formed by axons of the facial nerves that loop over the abducens nuclei


	facial nucleus

		VII nerve nucleus; medial to trigeminal nucleus; run dorsally and loop over abducens nucleus, forming large surface protrusion, the facial colliculus


	foot-processes

		expansions of astrocytic processes that cover entire external surface of CNS, forming the glia limitans


			cover most of capillary surface in CNS, contributes to blood-brain barrier


	GFAP

		helps maintain complex cell shapes


	glia limitans

		light-microscopic structure formed by astrocytic foot-processes covering external surface of CNS


	globus pallidus

	GP

	pars externa (Gpe) and pars inerna (Gpi) separated by a dark band of axons


	Golgi-cox stain

		silver ions are deposited along entire membrane of a small proportion of the cells


	gracile fasciculus

		sensory axons for lower body; second order sensory neurons that relay information about touch, vibration and muscle stretch to the thalamus; medial half of dorsal funiculus; spinal cord!


	gracile nuclei

	Gn

	where primary somatosensory axons that ascend in gracile fasiculi of the spinal cord synapse on neurons, dorsal surface, large pale nuclei


	gracile tubercles

		dorsal surface of medulla; medial; overlies gracile nuclei


	granule cells

		short, sparse dendrites, cerebellar cortex


	Gray matter

		cell bodies and neuropil; on surface of cerebral cortex and in sulci


	Hensen's node

		thickening of th ectoderm in rostral wall of primitive pit


	hindbrain

		medulla and pons; rhombencephalon


	hypoglossal nuclei

	Hy

	pale nuclei; motor neurons that give rise to cranial nerve XII; underlie hypoglossal trigone; either side of the midline in the floor of the fourth ventricle


	hypoglossal trigone

		medial; dorsal medulla; V-shaped bump rostral to obex


	hypothalamus

		vital functions in regulating endocrine secretions, body temperature, hunger and thirst; mammillary bodies


	inferior cerebellar peduncles

	ICP

	axons fror several major afferents to the cerebellum; large fiber tract; lateral surface of brainstem level of pons; between SCP and MCP- midpons


	inferior colliculus

	IC

	auditory relay nucleus; tectum of midbrain; dorsal to cerebral aqueduct; large round


	inferior olivary nuclei

		ventral surface of medulla; important source of input to the cerebellum; underlie olives


	inferior olives

		provides input to the cerebellum; oddly shaped, lightly stained region in rostral medulla


	insula

		cortical area buried in the depths of the lateral sulcus


	interhemispheric fissure

		separates two cerebral hemispheres


	intermediate cord

		interneurons that relay sensory information to motor areas, between dorsal and ventral horns, gray matter


	intermediate (mantle) zone

	iz

	zone between vz and mz containing post-mitotic and post-migratory neurons; 


	internal arcuate fibers

		axons from cuneate and gracile nuclei cross the midline as thin bundles of axons called internal arcuate fibers


	internal capsule

	IC

	prominent fiber bundle composed of axons going to and fron cerebral cortex


			anterior limb:  separates putamen from caudate nucleus


			genu:  knee-shaped bend in internal capsule


			posterior limb:  separates putamen from thalamus


	interperiod lines

		lighter rings of myelin, glycolipid rich, formed by the fusion of external faces of oligodendrocyte or schwann cell membrane


			contains lots of proteins that hold the myelin sheath together, common sites of attack in demyelinating conditions like MS


	interventricular foramen

		connects lateral and third ventricles


	laminae

		layers of gray matter; numbered I through X from dorsal to ventral


	lamina terminalis

		embryonic rostral extreme of the neural tube through which corpus callosum and anterior commissure begin to develop and cross; anterior boundary of the third ventricle


	large diameter fibers

		enter in the medial division of the DR entry zone and ascend in the posterior columns; collaterals of these axons enter the dorsal horn


	lateral corticospinal tract

		largest of the descending tracts, in lateral funiculus


	lateral horn

		small lateral extension of gray matter between dorsal and ventral horns, in thoracic and upper lumbar segments of the spinal cord


			preganglionic sympathetic neurons


	lateral funiculus

		largest of white matter region, bordered by dorsal root entry zone and ventrally by region through which ventral root axons exit the cord


			contains lateral corticospinal tract and several ascending tracts


	lateral lemniscus

	LL

	fiber tract; axons carry auditory input to the inferior colliculus


	lateral recess

		where 4th ventricle is at its maximal width, at the junction of the medulla and pons


	lateral sulcus

		major antero-posteriorly oriented sulcus of the cerebral cortex; divides temporal lobe from parietal and frontal lobes on the lateral surface of the brain


	lateral ventricle

		much of CSF is secreted by choroid plexus here; lateral to midline and corpus callosum; follows C-shaped course through all lobes of telencephalon


	Lissauer's tract

		protrudes upward from dorsal horn; branches of unmyelinated dorsal root axons and axons of spinal interneurons


			small diameter fibers enter laterally and join the tract


	lumbar cord

		highest ratio of gray to white matter- reduction in descending and ascending tracts (no cuneate fasiculus)


			lumbar enlargement- presence of motor neurons and interneurons that control musculature of legs and feet (gray matter)


	major dense lines

		dark rings of myelin, phospholipid rich, formed by fusion of protoplasmic faces of oligodendrocyte or schwann cell membrane


	mammillary bodies

		most easily detectable nuclei of the hypothalamus; posterior margin


	MAP2

		helps stabilize the cytoskeleton by cross-linking microtubules with one another and with neurofilaments, in adult neurons, only in somata and dendrites, 


			more highly expressed by larger neurons, such as Purkinje cells of cerebellum


	marginal zone

	mz

	cell-free zone in which the processes of the ventricular zone cells extend to contact the external surface of the cord; gray matter?


	medial lemniscus

	ML

	internal arcuate fibers ascend in ML after crossing (axons from gracile and cuneate nuclei); midline, just dorsal to pyramids


	medulla oblongata

		from myelencephalon; just above spinal cord; two subdivisions:


			closed medulla- caudal-most part of the medulla, closest to spinal cord, central canal (component of ventricular system) is not patent in adults


			open medulla- floor of the caudal half of the fourth ventricle, at obex, ventricular system of medulla opens up to form the fourth ventricle


			nuclei:  most prominent are dorsal column nuclei, several cranial nerve nuclei (VIII through XII) and inferior olive


			axons- many axonal bundles (pyramids and medial lemniscus)


	meninges

		connective tissue coverings, outer to inner


			dura mater- dense collagen with scattered fibroblasts- stains dark blue w/Azan stains


			arachnoid- mesothelial cells and collagen fibers, superficial cells are joined by tight junctions, forming a barrier to diffusion, web-like strands of collagen and arachnoid cells extend toward pia


			pia- thin membrane of cells and collagen fibers, in which travel surface blood vessels, adjacent to the glia limitans at surface of CNS


			continuous with peripheral nerve sheaths, in logical sequence of pia with endoneurium, arachnoid w/perineurium, dura with epineurium:  semilunar line


	mesoderm

		formed by migration of ectodermal cells toward primitive streak and then inward, into the space between the ectoderm and endoderm, 3rd primitive layer


	mesencephalon

	Mes

	
			
	microglia

		smallest of neuroglia, resident macrophages in CNS, blood monocyte origin (mesoderm), resulting from embryonic invasion of CNS by cells arising in bone marrow


			express glycoproteins that are charateristic of macrophages, like MHC class II at levels that increase with age


			activated by injury or inflammation of the CNS, display rounded and enlarged somata and increased expression of MHC type II and other immune response proteins


	microtubules

		identical to those in other cells, component of cytoskeleton, made up of tubulin, association with MAP2 protein


	midbrain

		separates hindbrain from forebrain; mesencephalon; two cranial nerve nuclei (III and IV), several other large nuclei and ascending and descending tracts


			3 dorsal-ventral divisions:


			tectum- roof of midbrain, superior and inferior colliculi


			tegmentum- includes the III and IV nerve nuclei and the red nucleus (large, lateral to the midline)


			base- substantia nigra (large) and cerebral peduncles, both lateral to the midline


	middle cerebellar peduncle

	MCP

	one of cerebellum's major input tracts; midpons; most lateral


	motor nucleus of V

	mV

	innervate muscles of mastication; medial to sV; rostral pons


	myelin

		hydrophobic protein content, high phospholipid content


	myelin internodes

		appears as long stained segments separated by very short, unstained gaps in an osmium tetroxide stain, longitudinal section


	neural crest

		clumps of neuroectoderm that dissociated from neural tube and migrated away; 


			sensory neurons of DRG, postganglionic autonomic neurons, Schwann cells, adrenal medulla, epidermal pigment cells, autonomic ganglia


	neural tube

		massive proliferation along the tube


	neurofibrils

		present in dendrites and axons and throughout the cell, axons more darkly stained


			divided into several different collections of neurons


	neurofilaments

		component of cytoskeleton, intermediate filaments of neurons, can be detected by staining for low (NF-L), middle (NF-M), and heavy (NF-H) molecular weight neurofilament


	Neuropil

		regions of synaptic contacts


	nissl bodies

		distinct element of neuronal cytoplasm, stacks of rough ER and free ribosomes, high concentration of RNA makes them basophilic


			present in soma and frequently invade the primary dendrites, excluded from axon and axon hillock


	nissl stains

		also stain the nucleus and nucleolus of neurons and neuroglia b/c of high nucleic acid content, also rough ER


	nodes of Ranvier

		unstained gaps, high density of voltage-gated Na+ channels, unmyelinated


	notochord

		differentiated from mesoderm along the midline, transient strucutre, rostral to Hensen's node


			secrete factors that induce overlying ectoderm to begin rapid division and form neuroectoderm, producing neural plate --> folds inward to form neural groove flanked by neural folds


			fusion of neural folds along dorsal midline--> neural tube


			neuroectoderm to neural tube proceeds from middle of embryo to anterior and posterior extremes


	nuclear migration

		nucleus of each proliferating neuroblast moves away from the lumen and then back towards it during S and G phases of mitosis


	nucleus of solitary tract

	Sol n

	receive visceral afferents, lateral to the dorsal motor nucleus of the vagus and lateral to sulcus limitans; surrounds darkly stained fiber tract


	obex

		sharply angled caudal extreme of the fourth ventricle; dorsal medulla


	oculomotor complex

		III nerve; below PAG near the midline; more rostral; s


	oculomotor nerve

		peripheral cranial nerve


	Oligodendrocytes

		small glial cells with few processes, insulate axons of CNS with myelin, smaller than astrocytes


			each internode is formed by one process, and each oligodendrocyte gives off about 50 processes, myelinate portions of many different CNS axons


	olives

		surface protrusions lateral to pyramids; ventral surface of medulla


	optic nerve

		central tract; CNS fiber tract


	optic radiation

		carry info from thalamus to primary visual cortex (medial suface of occipital lobe and in banks of calcarine sulcus)


	optic vesicles

		lateral outgrowths extending from prosencephalon, produce or induce production of various components of the eye


			neural retina and pigment epithelium are products of optic vesicle; lens is induced from surface ectoderm by optic vesicle


			retina part of CNS; optic nerve is a CNS fiber tract


	osmium tetroxide

		reveal lipids


	parietooccipital sulcus

		major dorsoventrally oriented sulcus on the medial surface of the cerebral cortex, separating the parietal and occipital lobes


	periaqueductal gray

	PAG

	surrounds cerebral aqueduct; lightly stained; provides a key link in a circuit for control of pain; many other kinds of neurons


	Peripheral nerve sheaths

		3 layers of connective tissue surround the axons of a peripheral nerve, outermost to innermost:


			epineurium- encloses entire nerve, dense collagen and fibroblasts


			Perineurium- surrounds axonal bundles and nerve fascicles, alternating layers of mesothelial cells and collagen; mesothelial cells joined by tight junctions, preventing free diffusion btw nerve fibers and surrounding tissue


			endoneurium- surrounds each axon


			more prominent rim of cytoplasm around each axon in peripheral nerves than central tracts


			absence of endoneurium and perineurium in central tract; fasicles are separated by invaginating meninges


	peripheral process

		sensitive to specific stimuli occurring in skin or in deep tissues such as muscles and tendons


	pineal body

		above midbrain tectum; non-neural structure that helps to entrain circadian rhythms


	pons

		metencephalon; rostral half of fourth ventricle


	pontine nuclei

		in basal pons, clusters of cell bodies that relay input from cerebral cortex to the cerebellum with axonal input; massive pontine nuclei and its axon bundles produce a characteristic bulge on ventral surface of pons


			axons form middle cerebellar peduncle; surround pyramids and carry signals from cortex to spinal cord (corticospinal tract) and brain stem (corticobulbar and corticopontine fibers)


	pontine tegmentum

		floor of fourth ventricle, contains ascending and descending axon tracts and cranial nerve nuclei (V-VIII)


	pretectum

		nucleus that is rostral to tectum; rostral midbrain; receive direct retinal input and participate in pupillary light reflex (constriction of pupil in response to light)


	primary auditory cortex

		buried in the lower bank of the lateral fissure, occupying a small part of the temporal lobe


	primary motor cortex

		occupies precentral gyrus of frontal lobe, directly anterior to the central sulcus


	primary somatosensory cortex

	opposite side of the central sulcus from primary motor cortex, in the postcentral gyrus of the parietal lobe


	primary visual cortex

		upper and lower banks of the calcarine fissure in the occipital lobe


	primitive pit

		small depression at rostral end of primitive streak


	primitive streak

		longitudinal furrow with thickened flanks, in ectoderm


	principal sensory nucleus of V

	sV

	dorsal to axons of trigeminal nerve; receive input from cutaneous receptors of the face; lateral to mV


	prosencephalon

	Pros

	anterior-most, optic vesicles


			telencephalon


			diencephalon


	pulvinar

		nuclei of diencephalon; dorsolateral edge of rostral midbrain; thalamus


	putamen

		similar to caudate nucleus; together form striatum


	Purkinje cells

		neurons give rise to a single dendrite that immediately breaks up into a dense tree, numerous dendritic spines, most prominent neurons in cerebellar cortex


	pyrimidal cells

		triangular cell bodies, one prominent dendrite extending from apex, found in cerebral cortex


	pyramids

		ventral surface of medulla, axons that originate ipsilaterally in cerebral cortex and terminate in the contralateral spinal cord after crossing the midline at the junction of the medulla and spinal cord


			large axonal tracts that carry info from the cerebral cortex to the spinal cord


	red nucleus

		midbrain tegmentum; lateral to the midline and part of the motor system that helps to control movement of the arms and shoulders


			surrounded by capsule of myelinated axons


	Rhombencephalon

	Rhomb

	caudal vesicle; junction between rhombencephalon and spinal cord occurs at first somite


			metencephalon- its rhombic lip in the rostral met gives rise to overlying cerebellum


			myelencephalon


			thin broad roof- where fourth ventricle forms


	rostral medulla

		wide and flat fourth ventricle w/a very thin roof and choroid plexus- open medulla


			inferior olives; just dorsolateral to the pyramids; oddly shaped, lightly stained region


	saltatory conduction

		action potentials spread along internodes and are regenerated at each node, jumping quickly from node to node


	Schwann cell

		produces myelin along axons in peripheral nervous system, neural crest origin (same as neurons of PNS)


			in DRG are found among axon bundles and surrounding large DRG neurons as "satellite cells"


			little rough ER, limited protein synthesis (no long processes and do not synthesize or release neurotransmitter), also true for glia of CNS


			single cell forms each internode for PNS myelin, dedicated to myelination of one internode along a single PNS axon


	semilunar line

		border between PNS and CNS, location of transition from endoneurium to pia mater and change from schwann cell to oligodendrocyte myelin, where dorsal/ventral roots enter CNS


			note that dura and arachnoid mater cover the dorsal and ventral nerve roots; transition to epineurium and perineurium is near DRG


	septum pellucidum

		near genu of corpus callosum, separates two lateral ventricles @ midline; non-neural structure


	small diameter fibers

		enter laterally and join Lissauer's tract


	soma

		cell body (reflects how far a neuron sends info and how many other cells contact it


	solitary tract

		lateral to the dorsal motor nucleus of the vagus and lateral to sulcus limitans; darkly stained fiber tract


	spinal canal

		remnant of ventricle


	spinal segment

		ventral root, dorsal root, DRG, innervates a particular set of muscles and area of skin (dermatome)


	spinal trigeminal nucleus

	SpV

	somatosensory information from the face; axons enter SpV from dark tract just lateral to the nucleus, the spinal trigeminal tract; pale nucleus


			visible at level of pons and medulla


	stellate cells

		smaller, rounded somata w/dendrities radiating in all directions to form a star-shaped dendritic field, found in cerebral cortex


	stretch reflex

		knee-jerk reflex:  peripheral process of DRG to central process of DRG


	stria of gennari 

	SG

	band of myelinated axons in the gray matter of primary visual cortex; axons carry visual info from one part of primary visual cortex to another part of the same area


	striatum

		principal recipient of cortical input to the basal ganglia; caudate nucleus and putamen


	substantia nigra

		large nucleus in base of midbrain, important part of the motor system, parkinson's; dorsal to cerebral peduncle; cell bodies of neurons; innervate caudate nucleus and putamen; use dopamine


	sulcus limitans

		separates dorsal alar plate and ventral basal plate in developing spinal cord


	superior cerebellar peduncles

	SCP

	major fiber tract above the fourth ventricle; dorsal surface of pons; carry information from the cerebellum to nuclei of the midbrain and diencephalon; most medial


	superior colliculus

		visual reflex center, controlling eye movements; flatter; dorsal lightly stained region- visually responsive neurons; ventral darker region- encode reflexive movements of the eye


	synapse

		site of functional contact between one neuron and another, recognized as vesicle-filled presynaptic elements with an associated postsynaptic membrane that appears thickened or dense


	tectum

		prominent only in midbrain; roof of midbrain


	tegmentum

		prominent at all levels of brainstem


	telencephalon

		cerebral cortex, basal ganglia


	thalamus

		small and oval-shaped on its medial surface; divided into a large number of distinct nuclei, which send axons to the cerebral cortex


			divided into multiple nuclei with distinct connections


			anterior (A); ventral anterior (VA); ventrolateral (VL); ventroposterolateral (VPL); dorsomedial (DM) and pulvinar (Pul)


	third ventricle

		walls made up by thalamus and hypothalamus


	thoracic cord

		highest ratio of white to gray matter


			contains lateral horn; T1-6 and cervical cord, two fasciculi (gracile and cuneate); T7 and below, just gracile fasciculus axons and no dorsal intermediate septum


	trochlear nucleus

		IV nerve, ventral to PAG on either side of midline


	vagal trigone

		dorsal medulla; more lateral V-shaped bump rostral to obex


	ventral horn

		broad, gray matter, large motor neurons (lamina IX, organized as clusters) and associated interneurons (lamina VIII), derived from basal plate


	ventral funiculus

		bounded by ventral median fissure medially and lateral funiculus laterally; white matter


			contains several small descending tracts, most of which have limited rostro-caudal extent


	ventral median fissure

		pronounced separation of the ventral cord into two halves


	ventricular zone

	vz

	layer of pseudostratified epithelium surrounding lumen of neural tube; contains neuroblasts that are still mitotically active


	vestibular nuclear complex

	Vestibular n

	medial to inferior cerebellar peduncles, in floor of fourth ventricle


	Wernicke's speech area

		in temporal lobe of the dominant hemisphere, below the caudal end of the lateral fissure (in posterior part of the superior temporal gyrus); fluent but makes no sense


	white matter

		axons



	
	
	

	
	
	


