Prenatal Diagnosis
Imaging:  ultrasound, CT, MRI
Invasive procedures:  
amniocentesis




chorionic villus sampling  (of the chorion frondosum)



fetal blood or skin sampling  (**Note that all chord blood is fetal**)

**Alpha-Fetoprotein (AFP) is used to screen for neural tube defects.  Anything that is open on a fetus 
(neural tube defects, abdominal wall defects, skin disorders, cystic hygromas, teratomas, 


Turner’s Syndrome, congenital nephrosis with protein spilling into the urine) will leak AFP.

Ultrasound is now better than AFP.  The Arnold-Chiari malformation can be detected well by 
ultrasound.  This malformation gives the “banana” or “lemon” cerebellar sign on ultrasound.
Screening is done for neural tube defects, aneuploidy, and recessive disorders (by ethnicity).  
    
     Aneuploidy means “not a multiple of 23.”
--Jews are screened for Tay-Sach’s, Canavan’s Disease, Cystic Fibrosis, Familial Dysautonomia

--Blacks are screened for Sickle Cell Anemia, Thalassemia

--Whites are screened for Cystic Fibrosis

--Asians and Indians are screened for Thalassemia

